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AGROFOOD BUSINESS COMMITTEE
Minutes of the meeting 

Date:
Tuesday, November 10, 2009
Time: 03:30 pm

Location: Grand Hyatt Hotel – Jordan

	Name
	Title
	Organization
	E-mail

	Arslan Sinno
	Chairman 
	Agro food Business Committee
	asinno@doramills.com 

	Paola Chakhtoura
	Director
	AmCham Lebanon
	paola@amcham.org.lb

	Mohammad Abu Hassan
	Chairman
	Al Bushra Investment & Trading
	m.abuhassan@albushrajo.com

	Saleh Abou Hassan
	Managing Director
	Al Bushra Investment & Trading
	dsale42@hotmail.com

	Walid Tawil
	Vice Chairman
	AmCham Jordan
	walid@tawil.net

	Mohamed Khraishy
	Agriculture Specialist
	US Embassy in Jordan
	khraishyM@state.gov

	Kholood Hijazeen
	Admin Coordinator
	Munir Sukhtian Group
	agriculture@sukhtian.com.jo

	Mousa Wakileh
	US Grain Council
	Amman
	mwakileh@go.com.jo

	Naaman Tayyar
	Sr. Commercial Specialist
	US Embassy Beirut
	tayyarNA@state.gov

	Jonathan Gressel
	 Agriculture Minister Counselor
	US Department of Agriculture
	Jonathan.Gressel@fas.usda.gov

	Mohamed Khraishy
	Agricultural Specialist
	 US Embassy, Amman
	 khraishyM@state.gov

	Cynthia Iglesias
	Sr. Agricultural Attaché
	US Embassy, Cairo
	Cynthia.iglesias@fas.usda.gov

	Richard 'Dick' Prior
	Regional Vice President
	US Wheat Associates
	dprior@uswheat.org

	Mustafa Mustafa
	CEO
	AmCham Jordan
	mustafamm@amcham.jo

	Zeina Chaaban
	
	Agri Jordan
	


These minutes are intended to be notes taken during the meeting held.

Should any discrepancies or errors be noted please notify the undersigned.

Notes taken by: Paola Chakhtoura & Mustafa Mustafa
ITEMS DISCUSSED:

· Mr. Arslan Sinno, Chairman of the Agro food Business Committee, welcomed everyone and asked Mr. Jonathan Gressel, Agricultural Minister Counselor- USDA to chair the meeting.

· Mr. Gressel started out by launching the Agro food Business Committee. He explained that the Committee is the first AmCham MENA Council committee initiated by AmCham Lebanon. 

· Mr. Sinno explained that the committee was formed to improve the links between the US and the MENA region in the Agro food business field, and we are here to discuss the future of the committee and to form partnerships. He thanked Mr Prior for allowing us to take advantage of a conference that day and set a meeting on the side. He stressed on the importance of taking advantage of the expertise of the already existing associations like the “US Wheat Associates”, “US Soybean Association”, “US Grain Council”, USDA and the many specialists here today who are offering their support. This first meeting is to set up a road map to improve on the sector and its relationship with the US. He also mentioned that in a recent videoconference with Dr Laila Batarseh - Regional Director /USFDA, there were talks about setting up accredited labs for export to the US, labs that are accredited to test products in the country before export to the US to avoid rejection at the US boarders. 
· Jonathan Gressel: we need to define the goals of the committee. From the standpoint of the Department of Agriculture, building a structure for regulations in each country and a solid infrastructure to export to the US and the world is very important.
· Mr. Mohamad Abu Hassan – Chairman /Al Bushra Investment & Trading Co: We are lacking a lot in our area & especially the Levant, which has so much in common. The geography in itself provides excellent opportunities for the region. There are no good US plans for joint venture in agro food for this region. Jordan for example, is importing wheat because supposedly there are no areas to grow wheat, which is not true. What we need is a joint enterprise with the US as well as their support and expertise (technical assistance, machinery, harvesters, and products). 

· Mustafa Mustafa - CEO/AmCham Jordan: The committee’s goals tie into the mission of AmChams but with a regional perspective and related to a specific sector. We need to sell the region and make it more attractive to the US. The committee will take your ideas and discuss them with the right stakeholders.

· Arslan Sinno: we need to act as a lobbying party to get the same regional legislation and also try to provide opportunities and technical assistance for our local people. The US has so much equipment and products to sell in the region that will help us improve the sector. It is a win-win situation.

· Walid Tawil - Vice Chairman /AmCham Jordan: the US is a major partner for the Middle East which in turn needs American technology & expertise. We should start by developing partnerships between local businesses and businesses in the US.

· Naaman Tayyar  - Senior Commercial Specialist /US Embassy in Lebanon: we need to set the goals & general guidelines then set the events for the next six months or year. To bring in the US, they need to make a profit so it is up to us to show them the opportunities.
· Dick Prior - Regional Vice President /US Wheat Associates: figuring out the obstacles & roadblocks is a first step towards writing the goals. 

· The following items were agreed upon:

· The committee works within the frameworks of AmChams to foster trade, improve joint venture and open markets on both sides in the agro food sector.

· The committee works with its partners (US Wheat Associates, American Soybean Association, US Department of Agriculture, US Grain Council…), and also identify other counterparts in the US and the private sector.
· One of the functions of the committee is advocacy.
· The committee will create awareness to members. 

· Initial goals agreed upon

· Promote business matchmaking, invite American investments and increase the region’s trade with the US.

· Exchange of information or ‘Market Intelligence’.

· Define other stakeholders (include USAID for their international perspective and expertise).

· Develop common approach to regularity systems in the region and update regulations.

· Each country to identify barriers and find solutions. 
· Suggestions:
· More exhibitions and trade shows (example upcoming regional road show ‘Taste of America’)

· MENA region delegations to US Shows.
· Other videoconferencing events.
· The minutes of the meeting will be sent out to all the AmCham members and attendees for their comments and feedback by the end of November.

· The meeting was adjourned at 05:00 pm

